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SNF QRP Deadline Extended by CMS
CMS has announced that “due to extenuating
circumstances, the reporting deadline for the Skilled
Nursing Facility (SNF) Quality Reporting Program
(QRP) Fiscal Year 2018 payment determination
has been extended from May 15, 2017 to June 1,
2017.”
This decision was based on several factors,
including some providers receiving incorrect
notifications that their data had not been
received. The MDS assessment data for October
through December (fourth quarter) of calendar
year 2016 are due with this submission deadline.
In order to ensure that your MDS submissions
meet the requirements of the QRP, there are still
some things you can do prior to the June 1 deadline.
Use the CASPER System to check for errors
including the following:
• NPE item sets not done in that quarter (4 th
quarter of 2016) when Medicare ended, but the
resident remained in the facility.
• Transmitting 5-day PPS MDSs for HMO/Medicare
Advantage/Tricare/insurance payers, but not
transmitting an NPE for those residents.
• Dashes in Section GG, height/weights, or
other items used to calculate the SNF QRP
measures.
• Changes to resident identifiers during the stay
that had not been corrected via MDS modification.

Resolving the preceding issues can improve your
compliance rate. For a list of measures required
for this deadline visit the SNF Quality Reporting
Program Data Submission Deadlines webpage.

Cardiac and Hip Fracture Bundles
Delayed Again
On Thursday, May 18 CMS announced the latest
revision to the final rule affecting the Advancing
Care Coordination Through Episode Payment
Models (EPMs); Cardiac Rehabilitation Incentive
Payment Model; and Changes to the Comprehensive
Care for Joint Replacement Model (CJR).
This revision delays implementation of the effective
date of the new cardiac EPMs, cardiac rehab
incentive program and addition of the hip and
femur fracture bundles until January 1, 2018.
The delay is in response to the Trump administration’s
memo of “Regulatory freeze pending review”
encouraging agencies to consider delaying new
regulations, as well as feedback received during
the comment period.
The actual rule changes can be read here.
Please contact us if you have any questions.
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